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sized businesses seeking loans, without sac-
rificing our abiding commitment to the safety
and security of our financial system.

By making more capital available to the
private sector and by lowering its costs, busi-
ness will be able to expand, grow, and create
jobs again. All of these investments, the new
policies, and the new ideas reflect my belief,
and I think yours, that the status quo isn’t
good enough and that we can do better.

Yesterday we saw figures showing a slight
improvement in the Nation’s jobless rate.
We’re happy whenever fewer Americans are
out of work. But we certainly can’t declare
victory now. For while employment is edging
up, unemployment is still higher than it was
at the depths of this recession. And most of
the new jobs being created pay part-time
wages and rarely provide workers with the
health care coverage families need. If this
anemic recovery is the best we can do, it’s
further proof that real changes are needed
to produce a better economy and a better
life for our people.

There are those who actually lack the vi-
sion to support these investments because
they say that we shouldn’t spend any new
money trying to grow this economy. It’s not
that they have a plan to make the economy
grow, but they just dismiss the investment
portion of our program by calling it more
Government spending.

There is a profound difference between
spending and investment. It’s the difference
between the status quo and change. And
clearly, we have to change. We have to have
the courage to cut spending and the wisdom
to invest our new resources wisely. We can’t
do nothing, but we shouldn’t do one without
the other. The program I’ve offered to Con-
gress is the only one which will offer a bal-
anced approach to turn the economy around,
and we have to do it now.

I hope you’ll join me in this call for a new
direction. I hope you’ll enlist your Represent-
atives and Senators in the critical cause of
change. This is the American way, taking
charge of our destiny, working hard, and in-
vesting today so that we might build a better
tomorrow.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:06 a.m. from
the Oval Office at the White House.

Letter to Representative Robert H.
Michel on the Justice Department
Action on the Trial of Representative
Harold Ford
March 6, 1993

Dear Mr. Leader:
This is in response to the March 2 letter

from you and four of your colleagues. In that
letter you express concern about the process
which led the Department of Justice to ob-
ject to the impaneling of a virtually all-white
jury brought in from Jackson, Tennessee to
try Congressman Harold Ford in Memphis,
Tennessee.

Please be informed that when the White
House received inquiries concerning this jury
issue, they were referred, at the direction of
my Counsel, to the Department of Justice
for whatever action the Department deemed
proper. I have been informed by Counsel
that the White House made no recommenda-
tion to anyone at the Department of Justice
as to how this issue should be resolved.

The Acting Attorney General, Stuart
Gerson (who, as you know, was a senior
member of the prior Administration and will
be leaving office when a new Attorney Gen-
eral is confirmed), has informed us that he
personally made the decision to object to the
impaneling of the jury and that he did so
strictly on the merits. When he made his de-
cision, Mr. Gerson wrote that he was moti-
vated by ‘‘a desire to achieve a principle of
fairness and uniformity that reflects on far
more than this case’’ and his decision was
based on an ‘‘[un]willing[ness] to say on be-
half of the United States, that justice cannot
be obtained from a Memphis jury or, indeed,
from the jury in any city.’’ I am attaching
a copy of his written statement.

I have no reason to question this statement
by Mr. Gerson or his explicit assurance that
political considerations played no role in his
decision.

Sincerely,

Bill Clinton
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NOTE: This letter was made available by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary but was not issued as
a White House press release.

Proclamation 6533—Irish-American
Heritage Month, 1993
March 6, 1993

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
The story of the Irish in America, of those

millions of Americans who trace their ances-
try back to the Emerald Isle, is typical of
so many American immigrants, yet is also
uniquely influenced by the rich culture of
Ireland. Like so many of our forebears, they
came to this land seeking a better future. In
the process of becoming Americans, they
changed themselves, changed America, and
changed the world.

By 1776, 300,000 natives of Ireland had
already emigrated to the Colonies. They
fought bravely in the American Revolution
and helped to establish a new Nation. Eight
signatories of the Declaration of Independ-
ence were of Irish origin. In the early years
of the young Republic, as workers on the ca-
nals and railroads, they played a major role
in the settlement of the West.

However, it was not until the great potato
famine of the late 1840s that the trickle of
Irish immigration became a flood. More than
one million Irish men and women came to
the United States during that period. They
moved primarily into our great cities, which
they quickly transformed into the bustling
beehives of activity that they have been ever
since.

Confronted by prejudice and sign after
sign proclaiming ‘‘No Irish Need Apply,’’ the
new immigrants immersed themselves in the
politics of such cities as New York, Boston,
and Chicago. In fact, the political legacy of
the Irish-American community may well be
the most important of all its contributions to
our Nation. Presidents John F. Kennedy and
Ronald Reagan, as well as 16 other Presi-
dents, have proudly proclaimed their Irish-
American heritage. America has been blessed

by the leadership of other Irish Americans
as well, including Mike Mansfield, Tip
O’Neill, and Tom Foley in the Congress, and
Al Smith, Ray Flynn, and Richard Daley at
the State and local levels.

However, the contributions of Irish Ameri-
cans go well beyond politics. In Washington,
D.C., alone, James Hoban designed and su-
pervised the construction of the White
House and assisted in the construction of the
Capitol; Colonel Thomas Lincoln Casey
completed the construction of the Washing-
ton Monument after it had been abandoned
during the Civil War; and William Wilson
Corcoran founded the gallery that now bears
his name.

Irish Americans have also enriched the
culture of their adopted land. Whether we
think of Finley Peter Dunne, who satirized
politics in the early 20th century; Jimmy
Breslin, who has done much the same more
recently; or Eugene O’Neill, one of the great
playwrights of all time, the Irish contribution
to American literature is broad and deep. In
the performing arts, composer George M.
Cohan, dancer Gene Kelly, and actress Grace
Kelly have come to symbolize America to the
world.

In tribute to all Irish Americans, the Con-
gress, by House Joint Resolution 500, has
designated March 1993 as ‘‘Irish-American
Heritage Month’’ and has authorized and re-
quested the President to issue a proclamation
in observance of this month.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and the laws of the United States,
do hereby proclaim March 1993 as Irish-
American Heritage Month. I urge all Ameri-
cans to observe this month with appropriate
ceremonies and activities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this sixth day of March, in the year
of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-
three, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and seventeenth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:34 a.m., March 8, 1993]
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